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As I write this, war is raging in Ukraine and Israel. These are troubled times. 
Usually we are preoccupied with issues that impact us daily. Misguided individuals 
who argue to defund the police, and promote a false narratiǀe on “hoǁ ďad the 
poůiĐe are”. dhanŬ God ǁe are in �anada, a reůatiǀeůy saǀe Đountry͊ dhrough the 
rule of law and the dedication of those in law enforcement, hopefully we can keep 
it a safe enclave in this troubled world.  
 

In the last issue of the Peacemaker I wrote an editorial reflecting on the troubling trend of police services 
to eǆĐůude �hristians in their ǌeaů to ďe “diǀerse” and “inĐůusiǀe”. / am ǀery happy to report that aůů 
serǀiĐes are not so “poůitiĐaůůy ĐorreĐt”. / am sure you ǁiůů ďe pleased to read the excellent support we 
received from the Canadian Association of Chiefs of Police (CACP), as well as our exciting initiative for 
CACP members.  
 
Our initiative to offer FCPO t- shirts with the message God is our refuge and strength, a very present help 

in trouble, was very successful -  we sold 160 t - shirts! Thanks to the generous support of some American 

friends, we now have FCPO -  &aQada�³dRJ�WaJs”�ZiWK�WKaW�same great scripture verse.  

 

I encourage you to OisWHQ�WR�-.�:aUQHU�:aOOaFH¶s�SRdFasW�How To Find Peace In The Chaos Of Law 

Enforcement. 

 

Indeed these are troubling times -  but persevere keep 

the faith!  Support one another and let your light 

shine!  
 
God bless, 
 
Ron 
 
Fellowship of Chr istian  

Peace Officers -  Canada  

PO Box 20011 Nelson Rpo,  

Ottawa, Ontario  K1N 9N5  

Ph: (604) 200 - FCPO (3276)  

fcpo.aapc@gmail.com  

www.fcpocanada.com 

November , 20 23  
Version française  

https://www.thethinbluelife.com/podcasts/nature-of-law-enforcement-podcasts/how-to-find-peace-in-the-chaos-of-law-enforcement-podcast/
https://www.thethinbluelife.com/podcasts/nature-of-law-enforcement-podcasts/how-to-find-peace-in-the-chaos-of-law-enforcement-podcast/
mailto:fcpo.aapc@gmail.com
http://www.fcpocanada.com/
https://fcpocanada.com/uploads/peacemakers/Peacemaker%20FR%2023%20Nov.pdf
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Where is God?  
Cst. David Kerkhof , Ontario Representative   
 

Sitting in my cruiser guarding a scene of a double shooting, I began 

reflecting on where we are as a society. ,W¶s�EHHQ�a�WRXJK�IHZ�\HaUs�IRU�

many in this world and as Christians, we can wonder ³Where is 

God”?  We lived through a world - wide pandemic with restrictions and 

debates over vaccinations and travel. Churches were divided on staying 

open or going virtual.  Many churches lost members. 

 

The law enforcement landscape has changed in recent years.  George 

Floyd was a flashpoint for many in western society and their views about 

Law Enforcement. Organizations like Black Lives Matter and other 

anarchist groups seek to defund, destabilize and even abolish police. Our 

churches have become divided as some denominations align themselves 

with these movements. This year, 11 names were added to our national 

memorial for those who gave their lives in the line of duty. Police are 

scrutinized  more than ever before. Recruitment is low. Services are 

struggling for staffing. Transfers are occurring at rapid rates. 

 

There has also been a growth in support for the LGBTQ+ community. Again, churches divide on views 

ZiWK�UHJaUds�WR�JHQdHU�aQd�sH[XaO�SUHIHUHQFHs�ZiWK�PaQ\�FKXUFKHs�EHFRPiQJ�³aIIiUPiQJ”�FKXUFKHs.�0\�

goal here is not to debate this issue but to show how we have become divided even as Christians with 

these issues. And it affects policing as it challenges Christian officers with regards to their beliefs. If you 

iQ�aQ\�Za\�RSSRsH��\RX¶UH�OaEHOOHd�a�³EiJRW”�RU�a�³KRPRSKREH”�RU�\RX¶UH�IXOO�RI�KaWH. 

 

7KHQ�WKHUH¶s�RWKHU�ZRUOd�issXHs. Natural disasters: floods and storms, earthquakes, fires causing so much 

devastation and death across the world. We are also witness to political volatility with the war in Ukraine 

and now the war in the Middle East. These thing are deeply concerning with lives lost.  And the brutality 

with which this happens makes us wonder. 

 

I know, this sounds like a lot of bad news -  but we all deal with it. Many of us are suffering. I myself 

responded to the suicide of a colleague just a couple of weeks ago. ,W�FKaOOHQJHs�RQH¶s�IaiWK.� Matthew 24 

is an interesting passage to read during these times as we think about signs and the end of the age: 

³$Qd�\RX�ZiOO�KHaU�RI�ZaUs�aQd�UXPRUs�RI�ZaUs.�6HH�WKaW�\RX�aUH�QRW�aOaUPHd��IRU�WKis�PXsW�Wake place, 

but the end is not yet. For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and there will 

be famines and earthquakes in various places. All these are but the beginning of the birth 

SaiQs.” Matthew 24:6 - 8  ( ESV)  

 

I hear this question all the time, even from my wife and kids: Why do bad things happen to good people? 

,W¶s an age old question.  One of my favourite quotes on this is from R.C.  6SURXO�-U��³:K\�dR�Ead�WKiQJs�

happen to good people? That only happened once, and HE volunteered.”�)UiHQds��ZH� OiYH� iQ� a� siQIXO�

world. And as Christians, we are not immune. Why? Because we ourselves are sinful creatures. We 

aFWXaOO\�dHsHUYH�*Rd¶s�ZUaWK� as it is ǁritten͗ “Eone is righteous, no, not one͖ no one understands͖ no 
one seeks for God. All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not 
eǀen one.” Romans 3:10 - 12  (ESV)  

Cst. David Kirkoff (and Scout) 

https://www.chch.com/hamilton-k9-retirement/
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So, bad things happen to bad people, and we are included in that. If salvation was based on works, none 

of us would get there. The Heidelberg Catechism sums this up in Lords Day 2, Question  & Answer 5: 

"Q uestion:  Can you live up to all this perfectly?  Answer:  No. I have a natural tendency to hate God and 

my neighbour. ( Rom. 3:9 - 20, 23;  1 John 1:8, 10 ;  Gen. 6:5 ;  Jer. 17:9 ;  Rom. 7:23 - 24 ;  8:7 ;  Eph. 2:1 - 3;  Titus 
3:3).  
 
So, ZKaW¶s�WKH�aQsZHU�WR�aOO�WKis�PisHU\�aQd�KRSHOHssQHss�iQ�WKH�:RUOd"�7aNH�WiPH�WR�UHad�WKH�ERRN�RI�

Job  -  one of my favourite books. +H�Zas�FRQsidHUHd�a�³JRRd”�PaQ�E\�sRFiHWaO�sWaQdaUds.�6aWaQ�WKRXJKW�

he could break Job. He asked God if he could try to say Job and God let it happen with the only condition 

that his life be spared. Job lost everything: his crops, livestock and even his children were killed. He went 

from having it all, to having nothing and then he was afflicted with disease. Yet, he kept his f aith:  ³7KHQ�

Kis�ZiIH�said�WR�KiP��³'R�\RX�sWiOO�KROd�IasW�\RXU�iQWHJUiW\"�&XUsH�*Rd�aQd�diH.”�%XW�KH�said�WR�KHU��³<RX�

speak as one of the foolish women would speak. Shall we receive good from God, and shall we not 

UHFHiYH�HYiO"”�,Q�aOO�WKis�-RE�did�QRW�siQ�ZiWK�Kis�OiSs.” Job 2:9 - 10  (ESV). In the end, Job never lost faith 
and God rewarded him. 
 
)UiHQds�� OHW¶s�UHPHPEHU�WKaW�WKH�2QH�ZKR�is�HWHUQaOO\�*RRd��ERUH�WKH�ZUaWK�RI�*Rd�RQ�RXU�EHKaOI.�+H�

loved us so much that he took on the eternal punishment of us all and conquered death (John 3:16). Jesus 

Christ is still our answer. He has not gone. He is very present and it pains Him to see human suffering. 

7KaW¶s�ZK\�KH�WRRN�aZa\�RXU�HWHUQaO�SXQisKPHQW.�7KaW¶s�ZK\�ZH�aUH�aOO�FaOOHd�WR�UHSHQW�RI�RXU�siQs�aQd�

believe WKaW�-HsXs�is�WKH�RQH�ZKR�WRRN�aZa\�RXU�dXH�SXQisKPHQW.�7Kis�dRHsQ¶W�PHaQ�ZH¶UH�iPPXQH�IURP�

sin or the sufferings of this world, but He promises to be with us through it all. And if we believe in 

repentance and faith, He will one day end our suffering and bring us into eternal life with Him. What a 

glorious day that will be!  

 

Our job therefore is to live in that grace, to 

respond to grace by living out our lives as best we 

can. We still sin, but through prayer and petition 

we can be strengthened as Christians. Hold fast to 

the Gospel. Where are the answers?  How does 

God speak to us? Open His Word  -  tKaW¶s�ZKHUH�

the answers are. Not in Social Media or Political 

Theories -  iW¶s�iQ�7KH�*RsSHO�RI�*RRd�1HZs.�3XW�

your concerns to God daily in prayer. Pray for 

strength through the Spirit. Pray for this world. 

Pray for those whom you know are struggling. 

$Qd�SUa\�WKaW�\RX�Pa\�EH�aQ�iQsWUXPHQW�RI�*Rd¶s�

Grace in bringing others to Him. Hold to your 

convictions. And as you conduct yourselves in a 

difficult policing career, remember that God goes 

with you. He has a plan for your salvation. And 

when you struggle, He will walk with you. 

 

,¶OO�OHaYH�\RX�ZiWK�3saOP�������³*Rd�is�RXU�UHIXJH�

aQd� sWUHQJWK�� a� YHU\� SUHsHQW�KHOS� iQ� WURXEOH”�As 

we see the misery in the World, look  to God as 

your refuge.  He is the Great Helper.  
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  Crisis of Faith  
Rory Gamble , Sheriff, Public Safety & Community Peace Officer , Grande Prairie, AB  

 

When I lost my first son, Sheamus , I had a 

crisis of faith; I was mad at, and blamed God 

IRU�a�QXPEHU�RI�\HaUs.�7KaW¶s�WKH�WKiQJ�aERXW�

RXU� KHaYHQO\� IaWKHU�� HYHQ� iI� \RX¶UH� Pad� aW�

Him, HH� sWiOO� ORYHs� \RX.� $� IaWKHU¶s� ORYH� is�

XQFRQdiWiRQaO�aQd�HWHUQaO.�,W�ZasQ¶W�XQWiO�P\�

wife had an affair and walked out on me that 

I found solace in the bible because I was 

suffering. Slowly my faith returned and it 

became stronger. My next and greatest test of 

faith would come.  

 

On September 27, 2020 my son, Elijah died 

in my arms when his heart stopped. My son 

lived for 31 minutes and I had to wal k down 

a path of outliving two of my sons. I read 

Psalms 23 to my son and I would read it to my 

son on his birthday and other holidays. It always reminds me that God is with me and Elijah and that we 

are not alone, specifically that my boy dwells in the house of the Lord and there is no greater father 

looking after my son.  

 

I had a second crisis of faith after the 

death of another one of my children. 

I begged God in that hospital to take 

me instead. I screamed at God 

because the grief was too much for 

me to bear. I often would scream at 

God but like every father, he would listen to me cry out in pain and never stopped loving me. I forgave 

GRd�aQd�NQRZ�P\�sRQ�is�QR�ORQJHU�iQ�SaiQ.�7KaW�iI�,�KaYH�WR�OiYH�ZiWK�WKH�SaiQ�sR�WKaW�KH�dRHsQ¶W��,�ZiOO�

JOadO\�FaUU\�WKis�EXUdHQ.�,�dRQ¶W�Farry this burden by myself and God walks with me while I suffer. Faith 

is�aOZa\s�Has\�ZKHQ�WKH�URad�is�IOaW�aQd�sWUaiJKW��iW¶s�WKURXJK�adYHUsiW\�aQd�KaYiQJ�RXU�IaiWK�WHsWHd�WKaW�

we truly become devout. Even though I was mad at God for taking my sons, He never stopped listening 

or walking with me.   

 

I teach Sunday school as I find it brings 

me moments of peace from my grief. I 

have always carried my pocket bible 

over the last 23 years in Law 

Enforcement as I find solace in the 

suffering when I read from my bible. My faith has gotten me through many traumas in and out of uniform. 

 

God bless, 

 

Rory   

&ĂŝƚŚ�ŝƐ�ĂůǁĂǇƐ�ĞĂƐǇ�ǁŚĞŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŽĂĚ�ŝƐ�ĨůĂƚ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƚƌĂŝŐŚƚ͕�ŝƚ͛Ɛ�
throug h a dve r s ity an d h av ing our fa ith te s te d t h at we tr u ly 
be c ome de vout .  

My  faith h as go tte n me thr ou gh many tr aumas i n an d 
out of u nif or m.  

Sheriff Rory Gamble 
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Honesty  
Rev. John Kurish  

 

 ,�ZRXOd�OiNH�WR�EHJiQ�E\�WKaQNiQJ�$aURQ�'¶$QWKRQ\ Brown for helping 

with the outline of this topic.  Aaron, blessings. 

 

Honesty is an aspect of human nature that is desperately needed today. 

It almost seems that lying is considered the norm for so many people and 

yet we do know that as sons/daughters of the Kingdom of God that this 

cannot be so in our lives. 

 

,Q�0aWWKHZ������ZH�UHad�³%XW�OHW�\RXU�
\Hs
�PHaQ�
\Hs�
�aQd�\RXU�
QR
�PHaQ�


QR.
��$Q\WKiQJ�PRUH�WKaQ�WKis�is�IURP�WKH�HYiO�RQH.” 

 

Yes, our current culture needs honesty.  The kind of honesty that speaks the truth, not my truth or yours.  

Not just outside of the church but inside the church too.  It seems that we have all grown accustomed to 

affirmation, too used to agreement, and too sensitive toward conflict.  As a result, our ability to be honest 

with one another has taken a backseat. 

 

We justify ourselves, believing that with less honesty, we can have richer and more plentiful 

relationships, but how authentic, how godly can any relationship be without honesty?  Are you an honest 

person?  

 

Many of us claim the title, but that doesn't stop us from calling everyone we know a friend, even when 

we've just met them, or stop us from hiding c riticism from the person who sorely needs to hear it.  Then 

there are those who tell basic, unadulterated lies to 

avoid consequences.  The number of truly honest 

people is less than those who claim such, even among 

believers.  Yet, as Christians, we should  forever 

strive to ensure our self- perceptions match reality.  

Just remember what Jesus told His followers in 

Matthew 5:37.  

 

Today, we face the constant temptation of mixing our yes and no, all in an effort not to offend, get along, 

and make peace.  We str ive to stay on everyone's good side and stray away from saying anything that 

would be considered as judging.  Not only does Scripture make judgments and call us to do the same, but 

Scripture admonishes us to make honest judgments.  We call a spade a spade,  a woman a woman, a man 

a�PaQ��aQd�QRWKiQJ� iQ�EHWZHHQ.��&RQsidHU�ZKaW�3URYHUEs�������sa\s��³/\iQJ� OiSs�aUH�dHWHsWaEOH�WR�WKH�

/RUd�aQd�IaiWKIXO�SHRSOH�aUH�Kis�dHOiJKW.” 

 

Jesus caused offense in His day.  Jewish leaders, the Romans, and the Pharisees despise d him.  Society 

hated Jesus so much that He was crucified.  Nonetheless, He spread the truth, knowing the consequences. 

His message continues today, and His teachings still offend now. 

 

We are called to live like Christ.  Our lifestyles, our words, and our  actions will offend.  There will be 

consequences.  That is the natural outcome when we live counter- culturally to the world.  But through 

Rev. John C. Kurish 

But le t yo ur 'y e s ' me an 'y es ,' and your 'no' 
me an 'no .' Any th ing mor e th an this is fr om 
the evil one .  Matthew 5:37.  
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Christ, we know the full impact of honesty.  Honesty has the potential to bring confrontation, hurt, and 

challenge, those things we are so desperate to avoid. 

 

Yet, honesty is what God desires from us.  While there are drawbacks, there are a myriad of benefits as 

well, such as being faithful people that delight the Lord.  Maybe you are looking to re- evaluate your life 

and become more honest, but you're still on the fence about why we should be honest. 

 

Wisdom and reason have yet to convince.  Or maybe you need motivation to overcome some dishonest 

habits.  By pursuing this character trait, here are some benefits you can expect:  

 

1.  Connection with God.  

 

Without honesty, we keep ourselves from having an authentic relationship with God.  Scripture talks 

about confessing our sins and praying to the Lord.  Dishonesty prevents us from doing either effectively.  

Conversely, when we are honest, we connect with God more often and on a deeper level.  We receive 

that forgiveness for our sins because we genuinely ask. 

 

2.  Stronger Relationships  

 

Honesty can break relationships, but those that crumble are not rooted in shared faith and values.  On the 

contrary, godly relationships benefit from honesty because everyone stays on the same page and is open 

to genuine affirmation and loving rebuke. 

 

3.  Discouragement of Sin  

 

Without practicing honesty, we act as enablers of sin.  There w ill come a time, multiple times when 

someone openly practicing sin will invite us in for affirmation, celebration, or even just tolerance.  That 

invitation is a chance for us to be honest and call out the sin.  This doesn't mean that we always make our 

opiQiRQs�NQRZQ��EXW�WKis�dRHs�PHaQ�WKaW�iI�asNHd��ZH�JiYH�WKHP�WKH�WUXWK.��:H�dRQ¶W�ZaON�aURXQd�ZiWK�a�

chip on our shoulder thinking that we have the answer because we are being honest, no we humbly live 

with the intent of honestly loving people because they aUH�*Rd¶s�FUHaWiRQ 

 

4.  Building of Character  

 

Honesty builds the character of those we interact with and our own because it forms us into people of 

integrity.  We practice the same things we preach.  Moreover, honesty keeps us accountable to one 

another and God. 

 

5.  Making Changes  

 

You can't change any problem in your life without first recognizing the problem.  Honesty helps us 

diagnose, setting us up to identify potential solutions and loopholes leading back to the problem.  Honesty 

allows us to initiate those changes in ourselves and others, sparking a change that affects one person, the 

community, and beyond.  When we allow our, yes to mean yes, and our no to mean no, we forfeit fear of 

the consequences, and we become better people as a result, people who delight the Lord. 

 

Rev.  John  C. Kurish  

Encounter D urham 

https://www.encounterdurham.ca/
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T he Outlaw (Part 1)    
Cst. Bruce Ewanyshyn, Brandon Police Service Chaplain  

 

The word nutrition conveys thoughts of keeping the body 

healthy by being attentive to the types of food we eat and their 

value for providing energy while maintaining a healthy level 

of sustenance for all organs and functions. We strive to find 

balance between indulging our taste receptors and choosing the 

essentials foods that our body breaks down efficiently. 

Overindulgence of our taste buds through foods that are rich in 

sugars and fats and salts is an outlaw to our body. Although we 

know better than to live on fast foods, pop, and desserts after 

every meal, there are those who ignore the misdeeds of these 

foods to their bodies. Thus, what should be outlawed, is 

allowed to thrive. The consequences for taking up residence 

with the outlaw of overindulgence is the increased risk of 

developing cardiovascular disease, stroke, type 2 diabetes, obesity, and metabolic syndrome. A wise 

choice is to kick the outlaw to the curb and embrace what you know is good for your body. It was a 

French lawyer, Jean Anthelme Brillat - 6aYaUiQ��ZKR�iQ������ZURWH�³'is- moi ce que tu manges, je te dirai 

FH�TXH�WX�Hs.”�7KH�(QJOisK�WUaQsOaWiRQ�is��µ7HOO�PH�ZKaW�\RX�HaW�aQd�,�ZiOO�WHOO�\RX�ZKaW�\RX�aUH¶.�7KH�

lawyer was advocating for a healthy body by telling it the way he saw it. In other words, you are what 

you eat regarding the functioning of your body.  

 

The soul operates in a very similar fashion in that what we allow through our eye gates and ear ways 

aIIHFWs�WKH�ZHOOEHiQJ�RI�RXU�PiQd��ZiOO�aQd�HPRWiRQs.�*,*2�RU�³JaUEaJH�iQ��JaUEaJH�RXW�”�UHIHUs�WR�WKH�

idea that in any system, the quality of output is determined by the quality of the input. The greatest 

functioning system we have is our mind. The mind is capable of amazing things and when we apply our 

imagination to knowledge, there are no limits to what we can discover. When we feed our mind with 

constructive knowledge, our imagination can conceive things that improve the quality of life for others 

and ourselves. Someone imagined gasoline propelling wheels and the combustion engine and automobile 

were conceived. Someone imagined soaring through the skies, and a plane was engineered. Someone 

observed tidal waves, imagined riding them, and the surfboard was fashioned. Discoveries that enhance 

our lives are becoming evident continually as knowledge in the six fields of sciences couples with the 

imagination while propelled by the human will. 

Of course, emotions have a role -  they can be 

positive or negative. It is important to realize 

that emotions are fleeting and should not be the 

determining factor affecting the mind and will 

from progressing forward.   

 

While those who dedicate their careers to 

science and technology have a venue that 

facilitates constructive knowledge, we as police 

officers are not granted the luxury of a sterile or 

controlled environment. However, the majority 

of men and women who choose a career in 

Cst. Bruce Ewanyshyn  

W HILE THOSE WHO DEDIC ATE THEIR 

CAREERS TO SCIENCE A ND TECHNOLOGY 

HAVE A VENUE THAT FA CILITATES 

CONSTRUCTIVE KNOWLED GE , WE AS POLICE 

OFFICERS ARE NOT GRANTED THE LU XURY 

OF A STERILE OR CONTROLLED 

ENVIRONMENT . 
 

http://police.brandon.ca/chaplaincy-program
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policing, myself included, pursue this vocation knowing there is instability through an uncontrolled, 

unpredictable workplace environment. We embrace and seek adventure through the opportunities to 

navigate the challenges of providing resolutions in dynamic and often chaotic situations. Often our calls 

for service afford us with the opportunity to put our knowledge and skills in play to bring calm to the 

chaos. We welcome interaction with outlaws, tho se with criminal records longer than our arm, and seek 

to apprehend them and foil their plans to thrive off the avails of crimes against persons. These outlaws 

become evident to us through the commission of their crimes against the laws that seek to protect all 

persons within society. It is the dynamic and challenging components of dealing with outlaws, and 

outlawed situations, that attract certain personality types; however, over time, the very challenges that 

we first embraced during the early years of policing can have residual effects on our soul.   

 

Uncontrolled GIGO is a constant threat to the 

ZHOOEHiQJ�RI�HYHU\�SROiFH�RIIiFHU¶s�sRXO.�$s�a�

Forensic Ident officer, I cannot choose the type 

of crime scenes I investigate. When a brutal 

murder occurs on my watch, I do not have the 

luxury of refusing service, nor would I want to 

put either of my two peers in a situation that I 

would not be willing to handle. The detectives 

who respond to investigate a murder do not 

have the option of avoiding interviews with 

those who loved the victim and were witnesses 

to the crime. The patrol officers and first 

responders who have taken an oath to protect and preserve life must provide life saving measures to the 

most depraved offender who received injuries while viciously taking the life of another. They cannot turn 

their eyes away from the victims who are bleeding out all over them while they try to suppress multiple 

wounds. They cannot block their ears from hearing the final sounds of the victim gasping for their last 

breaths of air. These traumatic crimes, domestics, robberies, sexual assaults especially against children 

are the GIGO that affects the soul of every First Responder and Specialized Unit officer who engages in 

these investigations. We cannot avoid the intangible outlaw -  the residue of seeing and hearing, tasting 

and touching, and feeling the situations that take residence in our soul. Police Services across Canada 

recognize the importance of providing education and resources to First Responders to assist in dealing 

with the outlaw in our soul, and I applaud them. Psychologists, psychiatrists, Peer Support and Employee 

Wellness Teams are invaluable. However, there remains one area that is constantly overlooked, that is, 

the spirit.   

 

Chaplaincy was a concept first introduced to soldiers in recognition that war produced more than just 

physical wounds. Military Generals acknowledged that soldiers who held on to hope in the face of the 

most grievous and overwhelming situations were the ones who persevered against all odds, facing fears 

and overcoming them. Padres were the military chaplains whose task was to encourage, support, and 

bring hope to the spirit of each soldier. Their role was to comfort and offer prayer and conduct Sunday 

services sharing inspirational messages to those who acknowledged the benefit of living a strong spiritual 

life. Padres were called upon to provide services of godly counsel in life and in death providing for the 

spiritual needs for soldiers of all faith and no faith backgrounds. As a mosaic of cultures enveloped a 

geographical location, the presence of multiple faith backgrounds increased; thus, diversifying a region 

through people of different spiritual needs. The most important factor in the midst of this diversification 

is the acknowledgement through chaplaincy that spiritual wellness is an important component to a 

SHUsRQ¶s�RYHUaOO�ZHOOQHss�ZKiFK� is�QRW�RQO\� OiPiWHd�WR�SURYidiQJ�ZHOOQHss� IRU�WKH�ERd\�aQd�sRXO.�$s�a�

PSYCHOLOGISTS, PSYCHIATRISTS, PEER 

SUPPORT AND E MPLOYEE W ELLNESS 

TEAMS ARE INVALUABLE . HOWEVER , 
THERE REMAINS ONE AR EA THAT IS 

CONSTANTLY OVERLOOKE D, THAT IS, THE 

SPIRIT. 
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police officer, when I received my initial 

training in R2MR (Road to Mental Readiness), 

there was a component designated to the 

spiritual wellness of police officers. The 

original R2MR was based upon the military 

model of instruction. Today, the latest R2M R 

version for police is void of all training and 

references to spiritual wellness.  

 

Policing produces more than just physical and 

mental wounds. While we readily identify the 

physical outlaws we deal with, there exists the 

intangible outlaw, that being, aOO�WKH�³JaUEaJH�

iQ”�IURP�dHaOiQJ�ZiWK�YROaWiOH�siWXaWiRQs�WRXU�aIWHU�WRXU.�2XU�H\H�JaWHs�aQd�HaU�Za\s�WaNH�iQ�YisXaO�aQd�

audible stimuli repeatedly shift after shift. We are not designed to be exposed to such chaos day after 

day. Man and woman, created by God, were to dwell within a peaceful setting. Although most of us enjoy 

adventure and challenges, violence is not a component of adventure that we can allow to remain within 

our body, soul and spirit without eventually experiencing its detrimental conseque nces. When we do 

encounter the depravity of a person through a violent crime, we are slimed physically, mentally and 

spiritually. We have tools to deal with the physical and mental, how about the spiritual? This is an area 

where chaplains as spiritual leaders can assist. No, it is not about performing exorcisms Hollywood style; 

it is about providing peace to the officer through words of support and encouragement, and if willing, 

through a comforting prayer. As police officers, we know evil is real and even before I embraced faith, I 

shared conversations with other officers in which we acknowledged evil was present. I was not an officer 

of faith when I processed the man who pursued, tracked down, and brutally murdered RCMP Constable 

Dennis Strongquill  iQ�5XssHOO��0%�iQ�'HFHPEHU�RI�����.�,�sWiOO�UHFaOO�EHiQJ�iQ�³$”�EORFN�RI�WKH�%UaQdRQ�

Correctional Center, holding the hand of cop killer Robert Sand, and looking into his eyes during the 

fingerprinting process. His eyes were so dark and his demeanor so arrogant, that I felt a tangible evil 

coming from within him. I did not need to have any spiritual training to recognize an evil spiritual 

presence. We have a body that contains a soul and carries a�sSiUiW.�6aQd¶s�sSiUiW�Zas�WRUPHQWHd�aQd�Kis�

eyes revealed what was in his soul. Only Sand knows the details of the situations that led him to embrace 

the evil that ended the earthly life of Cst. Dennis Strongquill.   

 

Personally, my responsibility is to ensure I keep 

well in body, soul and spirit so that I can lovingly 

and effectively be the husband, spiritual father, 

grandfather, friend, peer, police officer, chaplain, 

minister, and whatever other roles and 

assignments God has called me into. God has a 

plan and a purpose for every person created 

XQdHU�WKH�sXQ��³)RU�,�NQRZ�WKH�SOaQs�,�KaYH�IRU�

you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and 

not harm you, plans to give you hope and a 

IXWXUH”�-HUHPiaK�������>1,9@.�7KH�SOaQ�is�WR�OiYH�RXW�HaFK�da\�ZHOO��ZiWKRXW�WKH�iQIOXHQFH�RI�aQ�³RXWOaZ”�

OXUNiQJ�ZiWKiQ.�7KH�RXWOaZ�iQWHQds�WR�dHUaiO�Xs�IURP�*Rd¶s�SOaQs�and to take away all hope, so that our 

future is cut short. Robert Sand was not created evil because God is no respecter of persons (Acts 10:34); 

thus Jeremiah 29:11 applies just as much to Sand as it does to each one of us whether we work in law 

enforcement, chaplaincy, corrections, or any vocation God has called us to. God does not call us to chaos 

͞&O R I  KNO W THE P LA NS I  HAVE FOR YO U ,  
DECLAR ES THE L O RD ,  PLAN S TO PRO SP ER 

YO U AND NOT HAR M YO U ,  PLANS TO GIVE 
YO U HOPE AND A FUT UR E . 

JEREMIAH 29:11 [NIV]  

POLICING PRODUCES MORE THAN JUST 

PHYSICAL AND MENTAL WOUNDS . W HILE 

WE READILY IDENTIFY THE PHYSICAL 

OUTLAWS WE DEAL WITH , THERE EXISTS 

THE INTANGIBLE  OUTLAW , THAT BEING, ALL 

THE G͞ARBAGE IN  ͟FROM DEALING WITH 

VOLATILE SITUATIONS TOUR AFTER TOUR . 
 

http://www.mhs.mb.ca/docs/people/strongquill_d.shtml
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and lawlessness, but to order and to be of a sound mind (2 Timothy 1:7). The outlaw beckons us to 

disorder, confusion and chaos. He is subtle and enticing but his methods are not a mystery to those who 

sHHN�WKH�WUXWK�aQd�dHsiUH�WR�EH�RI�a�sRXQd�PiQd.�,�KaYH�HQWiWOHd�WKis�PHssaJH�³2XWOaZ�Part �”�EHFaXsH�,�

intend to write a follow- up message, which will focus more on the spiritual outlaw that we encounter 

every day.  

 

Until next time, stay safe and take good care of yourself. 

 

  

 

 In Memorium   
FVW� 5LFN 2¶%ULHQ                    

End of Watch                          

Sept 22, 2023  

Follow us on  

Podcast 
How To Find Peace In The Chaos Of 

Law Enforcement  

By J. Warner Wallace  

https://twitter.com/CanadianFcpo
https://www.thethinbluelife.com/podcasts/nature-of-law-enforcement-podcasts/how-to-find-peace-in-the-chaos-of-law-enforcement-podcast/
https://twitter.com/CanadianFcpo
https://www.thethinbluelife.com/podcasts/nature-of-law-enforcement-podcasts/how-to-find-peace-in-the-chaos-of-law-enforcement-podcast/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/rcmp-officer-rick-o-brien-1.6976614
https://www.facebook.com/FCPO-Canada-946347982093919
https://twitter.com/CanadianFcpo
https://www.thethinbluelife.com/podcasts/nature-of-law-enforcement-podcasts/how-to-find-peace-in-the-chaos-of-law-enforcement-podcast/
https://twitter.com/CanadianFcpo
https://www.thethinbluelife.com/podcasts/nature-of-law-enforcement-podcasts/how-to-find-peace-in-the-chaos-of-law-enforcement-podcast/
https://twitter.com/CanadianFcpo
https://twitter.com/CanadianFcpo
https://twitter.com/CanadianFcpo
https://www.thethinbluelife.com/podcasts/nature-of-law-enforcement-podcasts/how-to-find-peace-in-the-chaos-of-law-enforcement-podcast/
https://twitter.com/CanadianFcpo
https://www.thethinbluelife.com/podcasts/nature-of-law-enforcement-podcasts/how-to-find-peace-in-the-chaos-of-law-enforcement-podcast/
https://twitter.com/CanadianFcpo
https://www.thethinbluelife.com/podcasts/nature-of-law-enforcement-podcasts/how-to-find-peace-in-the-chaos-of-law-enforcement-podcast/
https://www.thethinbluelife.com/podcasts/nature-of-law-enforcement-podcasts/how-to-find-peace-in-the-chaos-of-law-enforcement-podcast/
https://www.thethinbluelife.com/podcasts/nature-of-law-enforcement-podcasts/how-to-find-peace-in-the-chaos-of-law-enforcement-podcast/
https://www.thethinbluelife.com/podcasts/nature-of-law-enforcement-podcasts/how-to-find-peace-in-the-chaos-of-law-enforcement-podcast/
https://www.thethinbluelife.com/podcasts/nature-of-law-enforcement-podcasts/how-to-find-peace-in-the-chaos-of-law-enforcement-podcast/
https://twitter.com/CanadianFcpo
https://www.thethinbluelife.com/podcasts/nature-of-law-enforcement-podcasts/how-to-find-peace-in-the-chaos-of-law-enforcement-podcast/
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 We have a choice  
Sgt. Dino Doria  �5HW¶G�� 2QWDULR 'LUHFWRU 

  
In the past two years I have noticed that many officers I meet are 
feeling overwhelmed by discouragement, anxiety and stress. Many 
expressed their frustrations with lawlessness and having no support 
while trying to keep the streets safe. Too many officers have been 
slain in the line of duty -  a very sad occurrence that has become too 
common. During my discourse with the officers many requested 
prayers.  
 
More support is needed to keep citizens safe in their communities  
 
The catch and release program has not helped for many reasons. It 
has created an atmosphere of criminal recidivism because there are 
no consequences. These factors of lawlessness are prompting a 
climate of hopelessness, discouragement, anxiety and stress. This 

prompted me to write this article as a reminder to all first responders.  
 
The battle of discouragement, stress and anxiety begins in the arena of our mind and our thought 
process.  
 
No matter what we go through in life -  it’s ďut Ĩor a ďrieĨ season. /nstead let us focus on the fact that 
ǁe’re onůy piůgrims on this earth -  our eternal home is in heaven. We remind ourselves that we do 
have a choice of being victorious or defeated in every situation and in every season. 
 
It's interesting how Jesus phrased the Đommand to “ůet not your hearts ďe trouďůed.” ,e didnΖt simpůy 
ask his disciples to try and avoid being fearful or anxious. The fact that He tells them to avoid allowing 
their hearts to be troubled is evidence that we have control over how we respond to the burdens of 
life. How we respond to what we experience and the meaning we assign to the event -  it will either 
increase or decrease our anxiety levels. We do have a choice of what we feed our thought process.  
 
When we say that God lifts us up from the earth, we are really saying that he takes us out of the 
limited philosophies that are prevalent in the world. He lifts us out of our narrow self- focused 
concerns and gives us a sense of his grandeur, his power, and his love. We also have a part in this 
equation of victory or defeat.  
 
DŽĚ͛Ɛ tŽƌĚ ƵƐĞƐ ƚŚĞ ƉŚƌĂƐĞ͕ ͞ŐƵĂƌĚ ǇŽƵƌ ŚĞĂƌƚ ĂŶĚ ŵŝŶĚ͘͟  
 
>�K’s Ŭnoǁ that in order to eĨĨeĐtiǀeůy ^erǀe Θ WroteĐt, ǁe must aůǁays ďe on guard and aĐtiǀeůy 
alert on how we process our thoughts during and after the event. We often forget that the guarding 
of our thought process is equally as important as the event itself. As believers in Christ we know that 
the battle belongs to the Lord -  ask the Holy Spirit to neutralize the negative thought process and 
guide you to His word that ǁiůů sustain you daiůy and ůead you to aůů truth. ^aint Wauů, says “We taŬe 

 Sgt. Dino Doria (R et¶d.)  
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Đaptiǀe eǀery thought to maŬe it oďedient to �hrist” ;Ϯ �orinthians ϭϬ͗ϱͿ. When our minds are 
focused on Christ -  we experience His perfect Peace guarding our minds and heart. Isaiah 26: 3, states  
“zou ǁiůů Ŭeep in perĨeĐt peaĐe him ǁhose mind is steadĨast, ďeĐause he trusts in you. drust in the 
LORD forever, for the LORD, the LORD, is the Rock eternal. He humbles those who dwell on high, he 
lays the lofty city low; he levels it to the ground and Đasts it doǁn to the dust”. Guarding oĨ our minds 
with biblical truth hidden in our hearts will block the lies that are trying to make their way into our 
heart and mind. Here are some of these biblical truths for you to consider in guarding your heart and 
mind. 
 
Zomans ϭϮ͗Ϯ “�o not ďe ĐonĨormed to this ǁorůd, ďut ďe transĨormed ďy the reneǁaů oĨ your mind, 
that ďy testing you may disĐern ǁhat is the ǁiůů oĨ God, ǁhat is good and aĐĐeptaďůe and perĨeĐt.” 
 
Ϯ �orinthians ϰ͗ϭϲ “^o ǁe do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is 
ďeing reneǁed day ďy day.” 
 
Philippians 4:6 - 7  “Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, 
with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus”.  
 
Isaiah 41  “So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen 
you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. "All who rage against you will surely 
be ashamed and disgraced; those who oppose you will be as nothing and perish”. 
 
Yes we do have a choice! As Christians we are NOT fighting for Victory -  we are fighting from a Victory. 
Our Lord has defeated death and given freely to each believer eternal life  
 
Dino Doria MSc 
 

FCPO T - Shirts  
 
We still have some t- shirts for sale ($30.00). The stock 
remaining is:  
 

Men’s Women’s 
2 Large 1 Small  
2 Medium 1 Medium  
 1 Large  
 1 Extra Large 

 
Just let us know if you would like one (email: fcpo.aapc@gmail.com) . A great Christmas gift?   
When they’re gone -  they’re gone  
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Who am I?  
Insp. David Ossinger, Newfoundland & Labrador Representative  

 

Greetings to my fellow brothers and sisters in Christ.  

,¶YH�EHHQ�asNHd� WR�SUHSaUH�sRPHWKiQJ� IRU�WKis� issXH�RI�

The Peacemaker to introduce myself as the newly 

appointed representative for Newfoundland and 

Labrador.   

 

My wife, Nancy, and I are parents to 4  children ranging 

from ages 12 to 21.  My 23 year RCMP career has seen 

me posted in the Fraser Valley of British Columbia, 

Northern British Columbia, and Newfoundland where I 

currently serve as Operations Officer for the Eastern half 

of the island.   

 

So tKaW¶s� QRUPaO� HQRXJK� iQWURdXFWRU\� iQIRUPaWiRQ.��

When I try to convey who I am to others, this is what I 

dHIaXOW�WR.��7KHsH�aUH�dHWaiOs�aERXW�PH�WKaW�,¶P�SURXd�WR�

share.  Harmless, right?  To a point.  So long as those 

dHWaiOs�dRQ¶W�FURZd�RXW�WKH�WUXHsW�aQd�highest description of who I am. 

 

I am a deeply loved, constantly forgiven, child of God.  Sounds simple, right?  But embracing this 

idHQWiW\�isQ¶W�YHU\�Has\.��,¶P�FRQsWaQWO\�WHPSWHd�WR�JR�WR�P\�dHIaXOW�sHWWiQJs��ZKiFK�FRQsisW�RI�WKUHH�OiHs�

that I see guiding the decisions and behaviours of law enforcement officers and criminals alike.  These 

OiHs�ZHUH�IiUsW�SRiQWHd�RXW�WR�PH�iQ�a�sHUiHs�RI�sHUPRQs�E\�+HQUi�1RXHQ�FaOOHd�³%HiQJ�WKH�%HORYHd”��aQd�

have been instrumental in helping me to embrace my true identit\�PRUH�IXOO\�aQd�dHHSO\�WKaQ�,¶d�HYHU�

thought possible.   

 

7KH�IiUsW�OiH�is�³I am what I have”.��7Kis�EHOiHI�SXsKHs�PH�WR�JHaU�P\�OiIH�aURXQd�KaYiQJ�QiFH�WKiQJs��aQd�

being jealous of others who have more and better things than me.  As a young man, this came across in 

WKH� FHUWaiQW\� WKaW� ,� Zas� QRWKiQJ� iI� ,� didQ¶W� KaYH� a� FaU� WR� JHW� aURXQd.� � ,¶YH�PHW� JaQJsWHUs� ZKR�ZHUH�

particularly vulnerable to this lie, literally risking it all so they could be seen with flashy cars, watches, 

and clothes.  I can easily become prideful of my family, my home, or anything which I allow to crowd 

out my identity in Christ. 

 

7KH�sHFRQd�OiH� is�³I am what I do”.��$s�a�SROiFH�RIIiFHU��,¶YH�EHHQ�SaUWiFXOaUO\�YXOQHUaEOH�WR�WKis�RQH.��

:KiOH�iW¶s�a�QREOH�aQd�*RdO\�SURIHssiRQ��,¶YH�EHHQ�JXiOW\�RI�ZaQWiQJ�P\�ZRUN�WR�ORRN�PRUH�JOaPRURXs�

aQd�H[FiWiQJ�WKaQ�iW�RIWHQ�is.��,¶YH�WKURZQ�P\sHOI�KHadORQJ�iQWR�SRsWiQJs�aQd�assiJnments which offer a 

FHUWaiQ�³FRRO�IaFWRU”��HYHQ�aW�WKH�H[SHQsH�RI�P\�sSiUiWXaO�aQd�IaPiO\�OiIH.��7Kis�is�WKH�SaWK�WR�a�IRUP�RI�

ZRUNaKROisP��ZKHUH�ZH�SUHWHQd�ZH¶UH�PaUW\UiQJ�RXUsHOYHs�IRU�MXsWiFH�ZKHQ�ZH¶UH�aFWXaOO\�MXsW�IHHdiQJ�

our egos.   

 

The third lie is�³I am what people say about me”.��7Kis�is�WKH�RXWZRUNiQJ�RI�SHHU�SUHssXUH.��:KHQ�,�IaOO�

IRU�WKis�RQH��,¶P�iQFOiQHd�WR�EHQd�P\sHOI�aOO�RXW�RI�sKaSH�WU\iQJ�WR�IiW�iQ�-  even in places I have no business 

Insp. David Ossinger 
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being.  This can take the form of conforming to the 

demands of the latest social media trend.  It can cause us 

to stay silent when we know we should speak up, leaving 

us vulnerable to corruption.  It can drive me to hide my 

mistakes and shortcomings, even from those that love 

and support me the most.  It forms the root of shame, 

which the evil one uses to keep us isolated and 

paralyzed.   

 

If I let my identity be defined by these lies, I leave myself at the mercy of forces outside of my control 

as I try to achieve unattainable and ever changing standards.  Far better that I embrace my true identity 

as a beloved child of God, born into royalty, seeking to store up treasures in heaYHQ.��,¶OO�FORsH�iQ�XUJiQJ�

WKaW�ZH�aEidH�E\�3aXO¶s�OHWWHU�WR�WKRsH�ORYHd�E\�*Rd�aQd�FaOOHd�WR�EH�+is�KRO\�SHRSOH.��5RPaQs������-

18:  For the Kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace, and joy 

in the Holy Spirit, because anyone who serves Christ in this way is pleasing to God AND receives human 

approval.  

 

ossinger@fcpocanada.com  

 

*  (diWRU¶s�1RWH��We sincerely thank Daniel Morrissey for his years of service as our NL Rep.  

 

Caleb "the Cop"   

3ROLFH /W� �5HW¶G� 	 FKDSODLQ 0F :LOOLDPV 

 

Caleb said "...Now therefore, GIVE ME THIS MOUNTAIN  of which the Lord spoke in that day; 

for you heard in that day how the Anakim were there, and that the cities were great and fortified. 

It may may be that the Lord will be with me, and I shall be able to drive them out as the Lord 

said.” ( Joshua 14:12, NKJV, added emphasis)  

 

So, who is this guy Caleb? And  what was there about him 

that we who serve in law enforcement can related to? 

 

&aOHE�� iQ� WKH� RUiJiQaO�+HEUHZ��PHaQs�³ZKROHKHaUWHd”�aQd�

³IaiWKIXO”.� 7KH� FRQWH[W�RI� 6FUiSWXUH� WHaFKHs� WKaW� KH�Zas� a�

warrior who wholeheartedly ("all in") and faithfully 

followed after God and encouraged those around him to do 

the same. Like Christ, he came from Judah. And like Christ, 

he was a lion of Judah.  

 

The biblical (meaning it is true) story of Caleb, a 

wholehearted, faithful man of God, begins in the book 

of Numbers . After being delivered from bondage in Egypt, 

the Israelites were led by God to the border of the "promised 

land" of Canaan (Genesis 12: 7)  --  a land “flowing with milk 

and honey”  that God had promised they would inherit ( Exodus 3:8 , 17 ).  God, through Moses, chose 

/W� 0F :LOOLDPV �5HW¶G� 

Far be tte r tha t I embr ac e my tr ue ide nt ity 
as a be l ove d ch ild of Go d, b or n in to 
roy alty , se e king to st or e up tr e as ur e s in 
he ave n.  

mailto:ossinger@fcpocanada.com
https://www.facebook.com/lawenforcementministry/
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jCWsTLe8B8vFMYZMgJ-VSMs5TnAPyLBugJYK-Myw5UbDmKU7kZjTeGIAJFyWel2MgIc8dezySggiDSjJPgjiNIMv1FqO7J-fAHUkpqv18csnT1CHXHYpjR7b-7o6gyXOgAxiNov36FxwWrvQ373X9Z9Z4TlZD_FffjWO0c9m-qY=&c=J3c8oP3ZxbkM_YE_BF6zMW-_RMcWbwof__N_2AjRLoJiR7rYQEFY_w==&ch=Cgi7v6IOJ-xJcrDHEwq-6Q76T3Zyp2K6z4Ni2r_nV0YSUv6jU9qPbg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jCWsTLe8B8vFMYZMgJ-VSMs5TnAPyLBugJYK-Myw5UbDmKU7kZjTeGIAJFyWel2MGRNB1wkvla979x0ZX72jcDeobQ4nyO0MRFoZOOuZfHKg5YubeCFaZOmnON5qC1ZIaYy7FoHaSdk-_L5C74ZgCVowXNOf9gMGhSJhUZzOMlLf-XifPvJmlg==&c=J3c8oP3ZxbkM_YE_BF6zMW-_RMcWbwof__N_2AjRLoJiR7rYQEFY_w==&ch=Cgi7v6IOJ-xJcrDHEwq-6Q76T3Zyp2K6z4Ni2r_nV0YSUv6jU9qPbg==
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twelve men, one from each tribe, to scout the land before entering. Among them was Caleb, representing 

the tribe of Judah. The twelve men spied out the land for forty days and then came back to Moses. They 

reported that the land was indeed fruitful, but its inhabitants were the mighty and fearful descendants of 

Anak (the  Anakim  --  giants). Terrified by the size and strength of the Canaanites, ten of the spies warned 

Moses not to enter Canaan (Numbers 13:23 ±33 ).  

 

But two -- Caleb and Joshua-- held fast. While the others turned out to be sheep, Caleb and Joshua were 

sheepdogs --  warriors of God. They were, in fact, not unlike Isaiah in answering God's call many years 

later ( "Here am I, send me" - -  Isaiah 6:8).  Caleb and Joshua both had a saving faith in the power and 

ability of the God of Israel. Yes, the wicked and lawless in habitants of Canaan were a force to be 

reckoned with, but God was on their side. Caleb and Joshua believed God; they believed in His power 

and His promises. Unlike their colleagues who whined and cowered in fear (more sheep than sheepdog), 

Caleb and Joshua longed to GO --  to get in the fight and be in alignment with God's calling and will for 

their lives. In short, they had a Romans 8:31  “If God be for us, who can be against us”  kind of faith 

and zeal for the things of God. And even after an incredibly grueling and frustrating wait of forty years 

during which God continued to train them (think of a police academy and field training that goes on for 

four decades), they were still more than ready to get in the fight. 

 

From the very beginning Caleb was an "all in" man of faith. Because he believed and trusted in God, he 

did not die with the other spies. Joshua would go on to replace Moses, leading the people into the 

Promised Land. Caleb supported him, acting very much as Joshua's Lieutenant. 

 

Finally, once established in the land God has promised them, and now 85 years "young", Caleb 

approached Joshua about his piece of the promised land that he had spied out so many years before --  a 

mountain. What we call in Colorado the "high country" (although some have a different take on that 

term --  lol).  

 

Teaching on this, Calvary Chapel Monterey (CA) Pastor Nate Holdridge taught on three of Caleb's 

attributes-- his FAITH, his STRENGTH, and his LOVE -- that I'll expound upon here:  

 

FDOHE¶V )DLWK 

 
“Then the people of Judah came to Joshua at Gilgal. And Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Keni]]ite said 

to him, ‘You know what the LORD said to Moses the man of God in Kadesh-barnea concerning you and 

me. I was forty years old when Moses the servant of the LORD sent me from Kadesh-barnea to spy out 

the land, and I brought him word again as it was in my heart. But my brothers who went up with me 

made the heart of the people melt; yet I wholly followed the LORD my God. And Moses swore on that 

day, saying, “Sure ly the land on which your foot has trodden shall be an inheritance for you and your 

children forever, because you have wholly followed the LORD my God'” ( Joshua 14:6 - 9).  

 

We first note the faith of Caleb. The original faith from 40 years earlier still pulsed through his body. 

:iWK�iQWHQsiW\��KH�UHPiQdHd�-RsKXa�RI�0RsHs¶�SURPisH�WR�KiP.�$FFRUdiQJ�WR�0RsHs��aQd�iQ�NHHSiQJ�ZiWK�

his name, Caleb “wholly followed the LORD,” a phrase oft- repeated about Caleb. He was a devoted 

man. His faith was still alive. He still believed. He still wanted to "go". 

 

&aOHE¶s�IaiWK�Zas�asWRXQdiQJ.�,W�Zas�a�IaiWK�WKaW�JUHZ.�,W�Zas�a�IaiWK�WKaW�Kad�EHHQ�WHsWHd.�,W�Zas�a�IaiWK�

that was alive. My prayer is that Caleb's faith will be our faith today. 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jCWsTLe8B8vFMYZMgJ-VSMs5TnAPyLBugJYK-Myw5UbDmKU7kZjTeByUCjSC2HKbJmUZYU2Cobz-Id0elKu6pzUQ8vhthEw6zPdkvhdE3ttw5k8NymU-QqGWC-Em82f0Y7kE3xE2iUmiPoAC6ndmklFjT8SAS5XKo4GKv8Ju8d0=&c=J3c8oP3ZxbkM_YE_BF6zMW-_RMcWbwof__N_2AjRLoJiR7rYQEFY_w==&ch=Cgi7v6IOJ-xJcrDHEwq-6Q76T3Zyp2K6z4Ni2r_nV0YSUv6jU9qPbg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jCWsTLe8B8vFMYZMgJ-VSMs5TnAPyLBugJYK-Myw5UbDmKU7kZjTeGIAJFyWel2MGurhGwXC7of8TJJkpJoc6NQ_p_6M6kTYWD-ncU9XZj7uzpv879HJ9SLXxjmrtvnkRTdXq4Bb5L3KY6tss9BwTrvF08LWe_dBXngaddbphOVTJs841-4bR-BLXDrlWAAVFD9Rr0pEzJ4=&c=J3c8oP3ZxbkM_YE_BF6zMW-_RMcWbwof__N_2AjRLoJiR7rYQEFY_w==&ch=Cgi7v6IOJ-xJcrDHEwq-6Q76T3Zyp2K6z4Ni2r_nV0YSUv6jU9qPbg==
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FDOHE¶V 6WUHQJWK 

 
“And now, behold, the LORD has kept me alive, just as he said, these forty-five years since the time that 

the LORD spoke this word to Moses, while Israel walked in the wilderness. And now, behold, I am this 

day eighty-five years old. I am still as strong today as I was in the day that Moses sent me; my strength 

now is as my strength was then, for war and for going and coming”  ( Joshua 14:10 - 11).  

 

Secondly, we note the strength of Caleb. The claim he made was incredible. After years of fighting, we 

find Caleb at 85 years o ld. But you must fight against all images of all 85 - year- ROd�PHQ�\RX¶YH�HYHU�

met. Caleb was not like them. Caleb was just as strong then as he was at 40. I do not think he was self -

deceived. I think God had powerfully worked in his life. 

 

While so many oth HUs�diHd��&aOHE�WKUiYHd.�+is�MRiQWs�aQd�PXsFOHs�aQd�ERQHs�aOO�UadiaWHd�*Rd¶s�JORU\��

for he was still as strong as the day he spied out that land originally. He could and did take on the "bad 

guys" without failing. 

 

&aOHE¶s�sWUHQJWK�Zas�asWRXQdiQJ.�,W�Zas�a strength that remained, a strength that grew. Does this not 

remind us of the inward strength we long to feel increase within us? Do we not want to be 85 years old 

with an internal power that is more than we had in our youth? Though the outward man perishes (I am 

very much feeling my age), the Spirit can make the inner man renewed day by day. Again, my prayer is 

that God will empower us to "serve and protect" (even if we've moved on to retirement) just as He did 

for Caleb, until He comes to take us home (heaven, for those who know Christ as Lord and Savior). 

 

 

FDOHE¶V /RYH 

 
“Now therefore, give me this mountain of which the Lord spoke in that day; for you heard in that day 

how the Anakim were there, and  that the cities were great  and fortified. It may be that the Lord will 

be with me, and I shall be able to drive them out as the  Lord said.” And Joshua  blessed him, and gave 

Hebron to Caleb the son of Jephunneh as an inheritance.  Hebron therefore became the inheritance of 

Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite to this day, because he wholly followed the Lord God of 

Israel.  And the name of Hebron formerly was Kirjath Arba (Arba was the greatest man among the 

Anakim). Then the land had rest from war. ( Joshua 14:12 - 14).  

 

Finally, we note Caleb's love. He loved "his" mountain, he loved God and he loved God's people. Others 

in the book of Joshua would faint at the sight of the mountains; they were occupied by powerful, lawless 

and evil forces with heavy weaponry. The hill country was hard to overcome, hard to defeat; but Caleb 

ZaQWHd�WR�WaNH�iW.�7R�KiP��iW�Zas�WKH�EHsW�RSSRUWXQiW\.�+H�Zas�a�PRXQWaiQ�PaQ��aQd�KH�FRXOdQ¶W�ZaiW�IRU�

Joshua to release him upon it. 

 

But it seemed there was more to Hebron than the difficulty of the terrain. Sure, Caleb looked forward to 

defeating the "criminal" (evil, wicked, lawless) Anakim (giants) there, but there was more going on here. 

+HEURQ�Zas�KisWRUiFaO.�$EUaKaP�Kad�EXiOW�aQ�aOWaU�WKHUH�aIWHU�/RW¶s�dHSaUWXUH.�$EUaKaP�aQd�,saaF�aQd�

Jacob all sojourned there. It seemed to have been a place of fellowship with God. Caleb wanted the 

mountain, but more so, Caleb wanted God. He wholly followed God. He loved His Lord. And so should 

we. 

 



 

17  
 
 

&aOHE¶s�ORYH�Zas�asWRXQdiQJ�aQd�SaiQWs�a�SiFWXUH�RI�&KUisW
s�asWRXQdiQJ�ORYH�IRU�Xs.�,W�Zas�aQd�is�a�ORYe 

aQd�dHYRWiRQ�UaUHO\�IRXQd.�+HEURQ�PHaQs�³assRFiaWiRQ”�RU�³OHaJXH”��Pa\�ZH�FUaYH�aQ�assRFiaWiRQ�ZiWK�

God as Caleb did. Let us be in league with Him. Let us become a people whose hearts are captured by 

the mountain. Mount Calvary opened up Mount Hebron to us. The blood made way for friendship with 

God. May this love develop within us as it did with Caleb. 

 

Caleb was an outrageous, "all in" warrior (sheepdog, police officer) man of God, and a far cry from the 

norms of his day. Caleb was bold, full of faith aQd�iQ�ORYH�ZiWK�*Rd.�+H�did�QRW�ZaU�IRU�ZaU¶s�saNH��aQd�

QHiWKHU�sKRXOd�ZH���EXW�IRU�*Rd.�+H�ZaQWHd�WR�sHH�*Rd¶s�NiQJdRP�adYaQFH�aQd�+is�SHRSOH�SURWHFWHd.�

The likeness of Christ was found in Him, for Jesus wanted His "mountain" as well --  for US. Our Lord 

set His face towards His cross set on the mountain of Calvary. He did not grow complacent or satisfied. 

He was willing to be obedient to the Father. He battled for more. He battled for us. To save us, redeem 

us and (when our time comes) to take us Home to our "mountain" in heaven (and I'm praying for a 

mountain to oversee in His Millennial Kingdom  to come).  

 

No, our "Captain" is not calling us to be nailed to the cross as He was, but most certainly to pick up our 

cross and follow hard after Him as Caleb did: Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If any of you wants to 

be my follower, you must give up your own way, take up your cross, and follow me. If you try to hang 

on to your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for my sake, you will save it." (Matthew 

16:24 - 25)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

International  Law Enforcement Officers' 

Hotline | AN OFFICER'S LIFELINE  
 

1 - 8 00 - 26 7 - 54 6 3     www.copline.org 

 

³&RSs�XQdHUsWaQd�&RSs.�:H¶YH�EHHQ� H[SRsHd� WR� siPiOaU� siWXaWiRQs� iQ� RXU� FaUHHUs.�:KHWKHU� \RX¶UH�

active duty or retired and feel like no one understands what you're going through, we want to answer 

\RXU�&$//.” COPLINE®  has earned the trust of the Law Enforcement community by providing active 

listening through a hotline by maintaining complete confidentiality as well as anonymity if the caller 

chooses. We train competent, confident, committed, and compassionate retired officers to engage with 

callers on the daily stressors officers and their family members¶ experience ”. 

 

COPLINE®  Is a not- for- profit organization  dedicated to serving active and retired law enforcement 

officers and their loved ones. They provide 24/7, CONFIDENTIAL services for callers who are 

dealing with various stressors encountered both on and off the job. Whether it is just a "bad day" or a 

full blown mental health crisis, their retired and trained volunteers are there to listen, sit in the hole 

with the caller, and provide culturally competent resources.   

The Centurion Law Enforcement Ministry is a non- denominational, evangelical Christian outreach 

by, for and about law enforcement (police, deputies, investigators, probation/parole, corrections, etc.) 
and military personnel. TCLEM provides Bible - based support, fellowship and accountability for 

officers worldwide. We also seek to infuse Christian servant - leadership into our profession and equip 

the Christian officer to boldly share and live the Gospel. 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jCWsTLe8B8vFMYZMgJ-VSMs5TnAPyLBugJYK-Myw5UbDmKU7kZjTeBzkqemDaoCMFvoir_grSg6xC80hhRABO0c-Wwb1dlJAJtkWAcPFVcCGhc-8DL3a_GH8UEtfRwbNT4Nc3clNgQn8IljgoZGZFRe7OwzNny0D60Itx_5SZRnkTs4CePL12Q==&c=J3c8oP3ZxbkM_YE_BF6zMW-_RMcWbwof__N_2AjRLoJiR7rYQEFY_w==&ch=Cgi7v6IOJ-xJcrDHEwq-6Q76T3Zyp2K6z4Ni2r_nV0YSUv6jU9qPbg==
http://www.copline.org/
https://www.thecenturionlawenforcementministry.org/
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FCPO -  Canada Shields   

Ronald Mostrey, President , FCPO -  Canada  

 

$W� WKis� \HaU¶s� $*0� it was suggested that we 

pursue the commissioning of an FCPO -  Canada 

dog tag. Guy Nadeau had previously received 

unique dog tags in French via a US ministry.  

 

We started with contacting Pastor Ken Bent of the 

Golden Triangle Church on the Rock in Beaumo nt, 

Texas . We learned that his Senior Pastor, Ron 

Hammonds, had established some excellent 

relationships with Col. David Dodd and Kenny 

Vaughan of Point 27 and Shields of Strength.  

 

This wonderful missionary and visionary- focused 

church worked with Col. Dodd and Mr. Vaughan, and  funded the design and production of our new 

custom- designed Shields. They provided us with 500 shields!  What a blessing!   

 

We are now able to offer these free to any of the following:  

 

¶ Any serving or retired Canadian peace officer  

¶ Any FCPO -  Canada member  

 

If you would like one, please let us know at fcpo.aapc@gmail.com . We would be pleased to send one 

to you free of charge. Wear it as a witness that God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in 

trouble, and be a strong witness for our Lord and Savior. 

 

We offer our most sincere appreciation t o our American friends:  
 

Senior Pastor Ron Hammonds  & Pastor Kenneth Bent , Golden Triangle Church of the Rock  in 

Beaumont, TX.  

 

Col. David Dodd , Point 27  & Kenny Vaughan Shields of Strength. 

 

  

Col. David Dodd (Retired) Pastor Ron Hammonds  Pastor Kenneth Bent  

Order Now 

mailto:fcpo.aapc@gmail.com
https://keresources.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0MuXIuhf5Gc
https://www.cotr.com/
https://www.cotr.com/
https://point27.org/
https://www.shieldsofstrength.com/
mailto:fcpo.aapc@gmail.com?subject=Order%20FCPO%20-%20Canada%20Shield
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Breaching the Barricade   
Ronald Mostrey, President, FCPO -  Canada  

 

Each year I encourage folks to check out -iP�%RQWUaJHU¶s Breaching the 

Barricade C onference and Officer Appreciation Day.  I went this year, and 

again it was amazing ! We  enjoyed fellowship with many of our US 

friends. I even got to shoot a machine gun and a 50 caliber  gun!  Next year 

will be the 30 th anniversary -  consider putting that in your plans!  I 

guarantee you will receive a warm reception and outstanding fellowship! 

 

Special thanks to our friends: David & Jennifer Lanzen: Chuck & Carol 

Urgo; MC & Diana Williams; and of course -  ³The Man  ́Jim Bontrager  & Susie. Love you all!  

 

  

https://www.thecorneliusproject.com/chaplain-jim-bontrager
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CACP  -  Outreach  

A major event for chiefs of police and senior law 

enforcement leadership is the annual Canadian 

Association of Chiefs of Police ( CACP)  conference. This 

year it was held in Ottawa August 20 ± 22. We are very 

grateful to the CACP for providing us with free booth 

space for this important event. 

 

Ron & Paul manage d our FCPO booth. It was a great 

occasion to inform Canadian police leadership about this 

ministry. Many of the delegates dropped by our booth to 

learn about the FCPO, and were pleased to learn of all we 

do to support their officers. We gave out 44 of our special 

Project Sword  NIV Peacemaker New Testaments. One of 

the delegates asked for a box of the books. They will be offered to his police recruits at their graduation.  

 

New CACP Initiative  
 

:H�KaYH�SOaFHd�WKis�ad�iQ�&$&3¶s�October issue of their magazine.  The senior police leadership and 

the other leaders in law enforcement set the tone for how their services and agencies operate. Leaders 

with integrity and strong values promote those in the workplace. This book provides convincing 

evidence that Jesus Christ was who he said he was, and that he is available for whosoever will. Please 

pray that CACP members will take us up on our offer, read the book and have life- changing 

enlightenment.  

 

 

Paul Bateman & Ron Mostrey  

https://fcpocanada.com/uploads/peacemakers/Psword.pdf
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Remembering SXSW� .HQW /DLGODZ �5HW¶G� 
I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 2 Timothy 4:7  
 

 Our dear friend and longtime FCPO member Kent Grayson Laidlaw, age 

83, passed away peacefully at home on October 2, 2023 following a lengthy 

illness. He was born on December 29, 1939 in Hamilton, Ontario. He leaves 

behind his wife Paulette, his daughter Andrea, his daughter Elizabeth (Liz) 

and son- in- law Michael (Mike) Lane, three grandchildren, Naiya, Jack and  

Morgan, and his good friend and ex- wife Patricia (Pat).  

 

Kent started his career as a police officer in 1961 with Burlington Police and 

ended his career in 1993 as District Commander with the Halton Regional 

Police Service. Kent was passionate about policing and cared especially for 

victims of crime. He helped to establish the first victim services unit and the 

first peer support team for first responders. He was also instrumental in 

establisKiQJ�WKH�&KiOdUHQ¶s�6aIHW\�9iOOaJH.� 

 

Upon his retirement, Kent worked for Ontario Civilian Commission on 

Police Services and the Criminal Injuries Compensation Board. He then 

established his own business, Canuckcare, which served primarily victims 

of crime. He worked extensively with victim service providers across the 

province and travelled the world presenting on various topics such as caring 

for caregivers and death notification. His death notification training/program 

was provided throughout the world and was eventually adopted by MADD 

Canada. He spent some time in Bosnia debriefing victims of war atrocities. 

Kent developed various training programs and provided trainings/ 

consultation to multiple first responder groups in the GTHA and in northern 

Ontario. In his later years, he helped to establish Dr. Laidlaw & Associates  

and continued to debrief and consult with various first responder groups until his death. 

 

Kent was an avid fisherman (primarily catch and release). He cheered for the Toronto Maple Leafs 

and Toronto Blue Jays and was a 

season- seat ticket holder and fan 

of the Hamilton Tiger Cats. One 

RI� .HQW¶s� OasW� KaSS\� PRPHQWs��

just days before he died, was 

meeting his favourite TiCat 

player, Simoni Lawrence.  

 

Kent had a great sense of humour 

and was a compassionate and 

loyal friend.  

 

Rest in peace brother.  

 

 

From our Vault  
Articles from past Peacemakers  make for a great second 

read. And for many of you -  the first read. They are timeless. 

We opened the vault for this issue, and hope you will be 

blessed again by this contribution. 

 

https://canuckcare.online/index.php
https://madd.ca/pages/?gad=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjw1aOpBhCOARIsACXYv-cBMIGBrQvsUSGk38bJK6aJhlP2khZ2q8BAF5Y6VzXZfhX17W0qZxEaAjJcEALw_wcB
https://madd.ca/pages/?gad=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjw1aOpBhCOARIsACXYv-cBMIGBrQvsUSGk38bJK6aJhlP2khZ2q8BAF5Y6VzXZfhX17W0qZxEaAjJcEALw_wcB
https://www.laidlawpsych.ca/

