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One of the things | love to do in the warmer months is cycling. In the National Capital
Region we have a great network of paved trails that take one through forested areas and
around beautiful lakes, and of course the world famous Rideau Canal. The other day, |
took notice of all the squirrels that were busy scurrying about collecting nuts and getting
ready for winter. At first, | thought how amazing it is that they always figure out which
way to run to get out of the way of approaching cyclists. That led me to think they were
all the same — the same looks, the same scampering motion and the same instincts when
being approached. That led me to think about how God views us. Do we all look the same to him? Does he
wonder why we act the way we do and do the things we do? At that point | was reminded — no, we are all
different! God looks at us as individuals. The Bible tells us we are all precious in His sight and He cares deeply
for us. Furthermore, He has a plan for each of us. His plan is always perfect — our response sometimes is not, as
we struggle at times to figure out “the plan” for ourselves. In this issue, Dino wrote about faith & obedience. |
was glad to read his submission as it reinforced the concept of how much God cares for us. We are indeed more
than squirrels scurrying about! We are children of the King of Kings. All we need to do is place our total trust in
Him, and do His will.

We are pleased to announce that Sgt. Tom James has stepped up to be our new BC representative. | believe it
was God ordained that | met Tom last year at Missions Fest, Vancouver (see Tom'’s article, page 10).

Again, we have some great content that | hope will bless and encourage you. As with every issue, | always
encourage readers to send in a little something. One never knows what one of your colleagues needs to hear.

We are also always looking for our members to step up and help out with our outreach efforts. Plans are well
underway to be at Missions Fests in Vancouver (January 26 — 28) and Edmonton (February 23 — 25). If you can
spare a few hours, please let us know.

God bless,

Ron

Fellowship of Christian Peace Officers - Canada
372 Rideau Street, Suite 234 Ottawa, Ontario K1IN 1G7
Ph: (604) 200-FCPO (3276)
fcpo.aapc@gmail.com
www.fcpocanada.com



https://www.missionsfestvancouver.ca/
http://www.mfest.ab.ca/
mailto:fcpo.aapc@gmail.com
http://www.fcpocanada.com/

Policing and the Reformation

By P.C. David Kerkhof , Hamilton Chapter President

On October 31, 2017, Protestant Christians around the world
will be celebrating 500 years since the start of the Protestant
Reformation. On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther nailed his
95 theses to the church door at Wittenberg. This act was the
beginning of many attempts to “reform” the church — a call to
return to scripture and scripture alone.

But is the Reformation still relevant for us today? | grew up in
the Christian Reformed Church; a denomination that by its very
name values the principles of the Reformation. But what |
! learned from post-reformation scholars is that Reformation is
not a static thing. Dutch Politician and Scholar, Abraham
Kuyper proposed the concept of sphere sovereignty. This
concept asserts that each sphere (or sector) of life has its own
distinct responsibilities and authority or competence, and stands
{ equal to other spheres of life. What this means in terms of the
Reformation, is that reforming, in the life of a Christian, goes
beyond the church and into every aspect of life.

% God is sovereign over every part of our world: church, family,
& social life, work, etc. So what does this mean? It means that
? God doesn’t want us to be “Sunday Christians” God calls us to
N A et ety €Xamine every aspect of our lives and devote it to him. This
P.C. David Kerkhof o "~ means that we are also called to “reform” fallen structures in
our lives. Reformation is an ongoing re-examination of our roles in life as parents, friends, church members and
workers and to find ways of devoting each aspect of our lives to God’s glory.

Many of us understand the term “vocation” instead of a career. Our vocation is our calling in life — every “calling”
in life forms our vocation. How we work, how we parent, how we volunteer, how we relate to our peers. We are
called to serve God in each of these roles we take up.

So what does this mean for policing? How do we “police”

k as Christians? On October 1% we saw the news coverage of
5 the massacre in Las Vegas. As police officers, we are

How Do WE “POLICE” AS CHRISTIANS witness to evil on a daily basis. Abuse, assaults, murder,
threats. The list goes on and on. We also witness the results

and carnage of this evil. This past week, | responded to a double fatality of two young people involve in a police
pursuit. The carnage I saw will likely be etched in my mind forever. Many of you know exactly what I’m talking

about.

We also face political issues and negative media whether it is from groups like Black Lives Matter, or proponents
against “carding”. We get labelled as “racists” and “thugs”. We second-guess our decisions because of the
looming threat of complaints and perhaps a lack of support from “the brass”.



So how do we fulfill our roles as Christians amid the adversity we face? Policing isn’t getting any easier. But
we need to remember that as a Christian, God hasn’t just called us to a “career” in policing, but to make it part of
our vocation. Many of us like to refer to Romans 13 almost as a “battle cry” for police officers:

1L et everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which
God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. 2Consequently,
whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who
do so will bring judgment on themselves. 3For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but
for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what
is right and you will be commended. 4For the one in authority is God’s servant for your good. But
if you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not bear the sword for no reason. They are God’s servants,
agents of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer.5Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the
authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also as a matter of conscience.

While it is true that God has given us our authority, we also need to go beyond this concept of “bearing the sword”.
We also need to show love and compassion and act as Jesus did. Consider these scriptures:

Matthew 5: 38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’[a] 39 But | tell
you, do not resist an evil person. If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them the other
cheek also. 40 And if anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, hand over your coat as well.”

John 13: 12 “When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his
place. “Do you understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. 13 “You call me ‘Teacher’
and ‘Lord,” and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have
washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. 15 I have set you an example that you
should do as | have done for you. 16 Very truly | tell you, no servant is greater than his master,
nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 Now that you know these things, you will
be blessed if you do them.”

Policing does involve “bearing the sword” but as Christian
Police Officers we are also called to servanthood — to put
the lives of others before ourselves, even in the face of
“BE A LEADER AT WORK AND A VOICE oF  adversity and opposition. This is our vocation — our calling.
CHRIST WITH YOUR CO-WORKERs. SHow Ve have to balance enforcing the rule of law and showing
COMPASSION EVEN IN THE FACE OF EVIL compassion to our fellow man. We need to Iegd as examples
*inthat respect. We work with many non-Christians who are
PUT ON THE ARMOUR OF GOD.”  critical of a life of faith - but it is our calling to be actively
reforming our vocation to serve the needs of others as God has called us to. Stand firm in the faith. Devote
yourself to prayer and reading scripture. Make sure your house is in order. Be a leader at work and a voice of
Christ with your co-workers. Show compassion even in the face of evil. Put on the armour of God (Ephesians
6). It is my prayer that as we remember the Reformation, that we examine our own lives and calling and re-
devote everything we do to the glory of God.

Visit us on
Facebook



https://www.facebook.com/FCPO-Canada-946347982093919
https://twitter.com/CanadianFcpo

Grace of God and Our Faith & Obedience

By: Dino Doria, Ontario Director

There is an uncompromising relationship between the grace of God and our faith and
obedience to Him. Scripture says, “By faith the walls of Jericho fell, after the people
had marched around them for seven days” Hebrews 11:30.

Although their faith had frequently failed in the past, in this instance the children of
Israel believed and trusted God and His promises. In doing so they demonstrated
"Obedience”, knowing full well that whatever they had tried in the past - had failed.
| As they were saved by faith, so we are today saved by faith (Romans 5:1; John 3:16—
18). Yet faith must be evidenced by obedience. The children of Israel had faith - they
obeyed, and the walls of Jericho fell “by faith” after they were circled for seven
straight days.

"Saving faith impels us to obey God" (Matthew 7:24-29; Hebrews 5:8-9; 1
John 2:3-5). In addition, the story tells us that God keeps His promises
(Joshua 6:2, 20). The walls of Jericho fell because God said they would.
God’s promises to us today are just as certain. They are just as unswerving. They are exceedingly great
and wonderfully precious (Hebrews 6:11-18; 10:36; Colossians 3:24).

T Finally, we should learn that faith without

“IF WE TRULY BELIEVE GOD, OUR DESIRE IS TO OBEY.” works is dead (Jamgs 2:26). It is not
enough to say, “I believe God,” and then

live in an ungodly manner. If we truly believe God, our desire is to obey God. Our faith is put to work. We make
every effort to do exactly what God says and keep His commandments. Joshua and the Israelites carried out the
commands of God and conquered Jericho. God gave them victory over an enemy that was trying to keep them
out of the Promised Land. So it is with us today: if we have true faith, we are compelled to obey God, and God
gives us victory over the enemies and obstacles that we face throughout life.

Dino Doria

Obedience is the clear evidence of faith. Our faith is the evidence to others that we truly believe in Him. We can
conquer and be victorious through life by faith - a faith that obeys the God who gives us that faith as a free gift
(Ephesians 2:8-9).

“And what more shall | say? For time will fail me if | tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of
David and Samuel and the prophets, who by faith [that is, with an enduring trust in God and His
promises] subdued kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promised blessings, closed the
mouths of lions, extinguished the power of [raging] fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of
weakness were made strong, became mighty and unbeatable in battle, putting enemy forces to
flight.” Hebrews 11:32-34

Take time to pray and ask the Holy Spirit to strengthen your inner Faith. You will soon realize the reality and
assurance of things yet not seen come to pass.

Blessings to you all!

Dino



\ An Eyewitness’ Evidence

—._ ——

o= Recently, the Canadian Bible Society has again blessed us with
i 1000 copies of our booklet “An Eyewitness’ Evidence”. This
" booklet starts with a “thank you” to officers for their service
! and goes on to explain how a relationship with Jesus is
essential. It then contains the Gospel of John, which clearly
points one to the reality of Jesus. To a peace officer, facts are
essential, and the recounting of what an eyewitness saw and
experienced speaks volumes.

Dino Doria receiving boxes of "The Gospel of John" from the Since the Bible SOCiety,S first donation, we have giVen out
Canadian Bible Society over a thousand of these booklets. We have these available in
English and French. These would make a great “stocking stuffer” for any peace officer. Just let us know if you
could use one for yourself or a peace officer you know. It could make an eternal difference for a peace officer
you work with or know.

FCPO Featured on Living Truth

Sgt. Jesse Weeks, Toronto Police Service

Our Toronto director, Sgt. Jesse Weeks (Toronto Police Service) and Steve McKenzie (York Regional Police),
were recently featured in a segment of Living Truth. They shared the realities of a calling in policing and how
they are serving the Lord daily on the job.

Click = Watch Jesse & Steve



https://biblesociety.ca/
http://www.livingtruth.ca/LT/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H_vEvYCtumg
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A Growing Civilian Ministry to Thank and
Pray for Police Officers

By Janice Sadler, Founder & Executive Director, Prayer Postcards 4 Police

“Prayer Postcards 4 Police” is a ministry to police officers in Ottawa,
Ontario, and Canada (and maybe someday, beyond our borders).

The mission of Prayer Postcards 4 Police is to thank sworn police officers and
to invite them to make a prayer request - planting seeds of encouragement for
& officers to reach out to Christ or to renew their relationship with Him. In turn,
s my husband Ken and | commit to pray daily for the officer. It is my hope that
g officers will feel and see a steadily increasing and notable number of
expressions of thanks and appreciation.

Ken is the Director of Finance and my partner in this ministry. Together, and
along with a growing and dedicated team of volunteers, we have thanked over
gl four hundred officers. We have also discovered that this is a ministry that
offers an opportunity for everyone to participate.

Jice & Ken Sadler
Just over a year ago, while on vacation and visiting a church in Barrie Ontario, Rev. Gerry Macmillan (Chaplain
to The RCMP, The OPP and The Canadian Legion) left the congregation with seven words, “When you see them,
pray for them.” These same seven words helped to birth the Prayer Postcard 4 Police ministry. After hearing
about some of the challenges officers face,
and as | left the church that day, my heart
was strangely and strongly broken for
police officers. | have no police officers in

" . my family and have not had any officers

On the following Tuesday, and under the guidance of The Holy Spirit,
at a Christian Bookstore in Barrie Ontario, | purchased one hundred
colouring postcards. They are “Postcards of Blessing” by artist
Marcel Flier and published by Monarch Books an imprint of Lion
Hudson plc. We use fourteen of these postcard patterns. Six
postcards have scripture on the front and eight do not.

As the Postcards are coloured, police officers are prayed for. Each [
Postcard is unique and can represent up to three hours of prayer for
police officers. A note of thanks and appreciation is written on the
back of the Prayer Postcard along with an invitation for the officer to
mail an enclosed page with their prayer request to our home. A self-
addressed, stamped envelope is included as well.

The first six prayer Postcards were handed out on Parliament Hill in
early September 2016. Delivering these first Prayer Postcards was a I :
complete act of obedience and a test of trust. To our surprise, amonth  Photo Credit: "Postcards of Blessing by Marcel

later, at The Ottawa Civic Prayer Breakfast, an officer read a Prayer ~ Flier This edition published by Monarch Books
an imprint of Lion Hudson pic"

. i/
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Postcard from the platform also stating this was exactly
| what he needed. This was confirmation that the ministry
= was fulfilling God’s purpose.

As Ken and | move throughout the city and province, like
most people, we see police officers at work. We stop to
thank them and to deliver a Prayer Postcard 4 Police. We
attend police events throughout the city in order to
deliver thanks and appreciation to officers. We carry
several Prayer Postcards with us at all times. Recently,
we realized that we can be recognized by officers we
approach, who now say they have seen our Prayer
Postcards in their cruisers and at their police stations.

The prayers of the individuals that colour and pray, along
with the hand written note and personal presentation of
the Prayer Postcards is a critical and much appreciated
characteristic of the ministry. The reaction of officers to
receiving one is always surprise and they frequent
comment about how rare it is to hear a “thank you”. They
are frequently quite emotional. We always open and
unpack the unsealed envelope together. It is special to
know that at a later time, when they are alone, they will

& = A ¢ ” . 2
: a‘?g : 5 @ @R\ pause to actually read the thank you and receive the
_ f}. i AN NS, 7 invitation to prayer. Many officers have sent prayer

requests to our home. They are emotional, touching and

Photo Credit: "Postcards of Blessing by Marcel Flier. This edition X ' .
published by Monarch Books an imprint of Lion Hudson plc" at times heart wrenching. | pray daily for each and every

officer who has send me a prayer request.

God has opened many doors

On occasion there have been officers that request a few Prayer
Postcards to hand out to fellow officers who they feel would
be receptive, and benefit from a note of thanks and invitation
to prayer. On three or four occasions we have chosen to leave
a Prayer Postcard on a cruiser’s windshield.

We have recently had the honour of preparing and delivering
congratulatory Prayer Postcards to a troop of RCMP Cadets at
Depot. It is wonderful to think that these Prayer Postcards
have been dispersed throughout the county with the officers as
they take up their posts in all the various parts of Canada.

As of Mother’s Day 2017, we began including an invitation
for family members of police officers to make Prayer requests. =
A Summary of What We pray a_bOUt for offlgers (plctured Photo Credit: "Postcards of Blessing by Marcel Flier. This
below) is now distributed to officers along with the Prayer edition published by Monarch Books an imprint of Lion
Postcard. Hudson plc*
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Pray for Police Officers

Pray for their safety - wherever they go, in all
sitvations.
Pray for their health - physical, mental,
emotional and spiritual.

Pray for their professionalism - in decision
making situations, for their impartiality,
fairness, protection from temptation,
retaliation, and deceptiveness.
———

Pray for their families at home.

Pray for their police families.

Pray for their honor - for compassion,
trustworthiness, reliability, honesty,
selflessness, consistency, moral courage,
respectfulness for all.

Pray for their leadership, by example.
Pray for the provision and protection of their
blessings.

Pray for their leaders and policy makers.
Pray for their salvation - that they will come
to a personal relationship with Jesus as LORD
and Savior.

Pray for their support through Jesus, and the
Holy Spirit, the faithful church, the
community, their peers and their family.

e

Janice and Ken Sadler 613 491-2636.
Janice.sadler@me.com
cdnkenny@hotmail.com

This past August, we saw an answer to several
officers’ prayers for more Christians in the forces.
Our church’s Associate Pastor announced he had
been accepted into the RCMP Depot training
program. Shortly, we will send unique Prayer
Postcards of thanks and encouragement for other
cadets at Depot.

In closing, let me thank each of you for your
service and protection, for the risks you take
every day and for the sacrifices of your family.
We are praying for you daily. We know that you
are ordained by God and so we are here to support
you the best we can.

“Let everyone be subject to the
governing authorities, for there is no
authority except that which God has
established. The authorities that exist
have been established by God.” Romans
13:1

If we haven’t had the honour to speak to you yet,
be assured that whenever we see you, we pray for
you, and that we are persuading others to do the
same. It is my greatest hope that this ministry can
create a paradigm shift in the public’s audible
voice, moving toward greater and greater respect
and appreciation for police officers.

| believe, the safety and success of the police and therefore the communities in which we live, to be
proportionately affected by the degree to which we are successful in achieving a simple goal, which boils down
to one idea... to love them. “We love, because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19

If you would like more information about our ministry please reach out to me at janice.sadler@me.com.

With much love & respect,

Janice Sadler

FCPO - CANADA MEMBERSHIP

We have 2 types of membership: Regular Membership (voting) is for current or retired peace officers,

while Associate Membership (non-voting) is for any Christian who agrees with our Statement of Faith
and wishes to be a part of this unique ministry.

Join online at: www.fcpocanada.com



mailto:janice.sadler@me.com
http://fcpocanada.com/index.php?page=statement-of-faith
http://www.fcpocanada.com/

Heads Up - Mark Your Calendar!

By: Ron Seney, Atlantic Director

I’ve been busy this summer meeting with colleagues to plan our next great national conference! A series of
meetings have taken place in Halifax, Truro and Prince Edward Island to form the conference steering committee
for our 2018 Conference ""On This Rock I Will Build My Church®, which will be held in St. John's,
Newfoundland & Labrador, August 4 — 6, 2018.

The conference site will be Memorial University. A block of rooms at the university have been booked at a
special conference rate*. For accommodations details and booking, please refer to our website.

If you have never been to one of our conferences, I strongly urge you to attend. It’s a great place to have fellowship
with fellow believers and colleagues. Grow in your faith and recharge your batteries!

Please keep checking our website for further details, which will be posted as they are confirmed.

Newfoundland & Labrador is a great province with great people — why not
make a vacation of it!

!

Nve()l,{ dland *The rate is available from Aug 1 — 8 (stay a bit longer).
Labrador

Conference Chairman - Ron Mostrey, National President

Conference Co-Chairman - Ron Seney, Atlantic Director

Communications (NF) - John D. Allen - N.S. Representative

Liaison with host - Don DesRoche - PEI Representative

Planning & on-site registration - Matt Poupart - President, N.S. Bluenose Chapter

Planning has begun over the su‘mmer, with Ron Seney méeting with Don DesRoche (L), Matt Poupart (C), and John D. Allen (R)

Besides spending some quality time with my good friends Don, Matt and John, during my visit to Prince Edward
Island, I was also privileged to be Don’s guest observer of a graduating class at the Atlantic Police Academy. |
was very impressed by the quality of the officers, and | wish them all the very best in their careers.

Ron


https://www.mun.ca/
http://www.fcpocanada.com/index.php?page=newfoundland-labrador
http://www.newfoundlandlabrador.com/
http://www.newfoundlandlabrador.com/
http://www.newfoundlandlabrador.com/

In Service

By: Tom James, BC Representative

| first discovered the Fellowship of Christian Peace Officers when | was volunteering
at Missions Fest 2017. As | was there all weekend, by the time that | had stopped to
speak with Ron Mostrey, he was engaged in prayer with a gentleman. | later learned
the man had been a cadet at the RCMP’s Training Academy (Depot), a couple years
earlier but had to terminate his training due to a family situation. He wanted to know
who to contact or where to go to re-activate his application, as the family situation
was no longer an issue. Ron didn’t have the exact answers. They just finished praying
for God’ to assist, and there | was already standing there!

As he stepped back, | introduced myself and told him | worked in “E” Division
Headquarters. | knew a couple of people in recruiting and could complete some
Sgt. Tom James queries. By having faith in God, he was provided with the answers he was looking for,
and he made application again. | remembered that having faith in God when you pray and believe that you will
receive - you shall receive. In addition, we are all servants of God, and God may call upon us to assist with his
work.

Jesus was a servant to all - did he not feed the hungry, heal the sick and raise the dead? In many of the bible
teachings, Jesus provided parables to illustrate the way for us to understand and follow in his ways. In 2
Corinthians 4:5, we read: for we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for
Jesus’ sake. As peace officers, we have been tasked with enforcing the laws of man; yet as Christians, we are to
be servants of Jesus Christ. Often, we and our faith will be tested.

Over the past 29 plus years in policing, | have seen many
events that caused me to lose my faith. The violent acts,
the abuse towards others and directed at me. My work

“MyY WORK BECAME MY LIFE, WITH EXTRA became my life, with extra shifts, the calls in the middle
SHIFTS, THE CALLS IN THE MIDDLE OF THE of the night and the longer hours took a toll on my faith

and my family. Looking back, | can see | was having
NIGHT AND THE LONGER HOURS PLAYED A . . . . L
, troubles dealing with the financial pressures living in the
TOLL ON MY FAITH AND MY FAMILY.

Lower Mainland, the lack of sleep, my daughter’s illness
and the divide that had formed between myself and my wife. Everything came crashing down when my wife
left and | was there with my six-year-old daughter. About two weeks later, she came and said she was taking my
daughter and wanted a divorce. | wish that | could say that it got better, but it didn’t as the custody and divorce
needed to be settled. There were times when | would find myself at work in tears. | returned to my church and
faced many people who didn’t approve of my divorce. Again, | shied away from my faith and focused on my
daughter for the alternating weeks that | had her. Later, | started dating and found a woman who had a
compassionate heart and cared for elderly people many of whom were forgotten by their own families.

Our relationship grew. We had many different challenges, from cancer to recovering from a motorcycle
accident. We were both raised in faith-filled homes, but she followed one Christian faith and | followed another.
Given we didn’t get a welcoming reception from some people at my church and her church was too far to travel
to, we looked for a new place to worship. Walking through the doors of a local church and being welcomed like
a lost child, resulted in us finding our new home church. My faith and journey back to a faith-filled life began.

10



We have an opportunity to reach out amongst ourselves and to others and show that we can be servants of
God. Maybe within your work and life, you were there because God needed you to be his servant and complete
his work.

| kept in touch with the gentleman from Missions Fest and learned that he did not pass a component of his
medical examination and would need a minor surgery before he would be able to return to his childhood dream
career. Again, | trust that God will lead this man’s future path.

| am pleased to be the new provincial representative for FCPO in BC. | am excited by the possibilities for
membership growth in our province. Now more than ever, this ministry is needed to encourage and support
officers and their families. There are currently no active
chapters on the lower mainland — I am hoping that will
change soon. We have a lot of peace officers in the LMD
and | can envision at least one chapter forming in the

“] ASK MY COLLEAGUES AND FRIENDS TO : .
near future. To this end, | ask my colleagues and friends
REACH OUT TO THE SERVING AND RETIRED  to reach out to the serving and retired officers in the

OFFICERS IN THE AREA AND POINT THEM TO area and point them to our website to take out

OUR WEBSITE TO TAKE OUT MEMBERSHIP.” membership. Also, | hope to get to know many. | can be
reached at bc2@fcpocanada.com.

Missions Fest 2018 is returning to Vancouver on January 26-28 at the Vancouver Convention Centre. At Missions
Fest, thousands of folks pass by our booth — many have friends or family members who are peace officers and
they are excited to bring the information about FCPO to their loved ones. We are looking for volunteers to help
out at our booth. All serving or retired officers would be most welcome. Please let us know if you could do a
couple hours with us. You can volunteer by sending a message to fcpo.aapc@gmail.com. This is my prayer that
you can help meet others who also need to find out about FCPO and be a servant of Jesus Christ.

THE NAME OF THE LORD IS A STRONG TOWER; THE
RIGHTEOUS RUNS INTO IT AND IS SAFE.
B 18110)

pplrectemssi o okl gy Reminder

For those who are participating in your local
workplace United Way campaign, please
remember your charitable donation can be
specifically designated to FCPO — Canada by
using our registered charity number on the
form (120365804 RRO0001) in part B or C
(depending on if you are a Federal, Provincial,
or Municipal employee). Thank you for your
financial support for this unique ministry.

11


mailto:bc2@fcpocanada.com
https://www.missionsfestvancouver.ca/
mailto:fcpo.aapc@gmail.com

Greater Love

By: Nicola Coulstring, Alberta Director & Edmonton Chapter President

Today | am reflecting on
n the tragic events that
e recently occurred in Las
-t Vegas and Edmonton. In
particular, the Edmonton
incident where an officer
was viciously attacked
Nicola Coulstring and left without
assistance while bystanders just walked by and away
from the area. It has reminded me of the call each one
of us answers every day when we put on our uniform
and go into work. | have heard the verse John 15:13
"Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one's
life for one's friends" used in reference to law
enforcement regularly, but there is more to what
Jesus is saying here than just the willingness to put
ourselves in harm's way to save the life of another.

There is no doubt that Jesus made the ultimate
sacrifice for all of humanity through His death on a
cross, and if you look at the whole of Jesus' life you
will see how He laid down His life in so many other
ways as well, prior to, and leading up to, making that
one last earthly sacrifice. The primary act of taking
on the form of man and not using His authority
during His time on earth to serve His own needs, but
the needs of His Father, must have carried its own set
of burdens every day.

The fact that Jesus stood on the truth that He came to
share, despite being challenged by His own people,
including His own family, must have hurt Him
deeply. Even holding all the knowledge of the evils
around Him, yet not being able to get others to
understand the complexities of that truth because of
their own blindness, must have been frustrating
beyond expression. As peace officers, we will never
be able to achieve the same level of sacrifice as our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, but He does set the
perfect example for us to follow.

I am close to finishing my fourth year as a sworn
Correctional Peace Officer and one of the major
changes | have noticed in myself is how | feel when
I am out attending a large public event. Although not
paranoid of danger, | feel 1 am more alert of the
goings on around me. 1 also feel the need to be aware
of dangers to run towards, not away from, should a
fellow law enforcement officer be in need of
assistance.

| believe that every law enforcement officer lives by
this standard if they truly accept the responsibilities
of their calling, and as a result, it pains me to see
examples where a fellow officer (or even the general
public) is in need of help and there is no one running
towards them to offer it.
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In response to the Edmonton attack | find myself
grateful for those who I stand alongside every day. |
am thankful that they lay down their lives in so many
ways every day in order to protect and serve. | pray
that when the burdens of your calling lay heavy on
you that you will turn to each other for support and
prayer as well as turn to our perfect example of Jesus
for encouragement and understanding. Thank you to
each one of you for everything you do.

Nicola

B LUE LI N E W% CA Canada’s National Law Enforcment Resource since 1988 I*}l
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http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/jasper-downtown-edmonton-pedestrians-struck-1.4315545
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/jasper-downtown-edmonton-pedestrians-struck-1.4315545
https://www.blueline.ca/

FCPO - Canada

(click on name to correspond directly with any of these representatives)

General email box

fcpo.aapc@amail.com

President

Ronald Mostrey

Past President

Marvin Massecar

Vice President

Cyril Sweetville

Treasurer Andrew Cowan
Secretary Paul Bateman

Director Provincial/Territorial Rep.
Atlantic Ron Seney
Nova Scotia John D. Allen
Newfoundland & Labrador
Prince Edward Island Don DesRoches
New Brunswick Ken Smith John Wright
Quebec Andre (Andy) Bigras | Eric Beauchamp
Ontario Dino Doria Rob McKay
GTA (Toronto) Jesse Weeks
Manitoba Merv Tippe
Saskatchewan Jan Indenbosch
Alberta Nicola Coulstring Richard Begin
British Columbia Stephen Kolstad Tom James
Yukon Cyril Sweetville

Northwest Territories

Nunavut

Cyril Sweetville

Cyril Sweetville

Thank you for your support!

Folks support this unique ministry through volunteering, prayer, and financial gifts. We are a
registered charity*. On our website you can find 3 ways to donate to this ministry:

1. Online

2. Cheque (made payable to: Fellowship of Christian Peace Officers — Canada
372 Rideau Street, Suite 234 Ottawa, Ontario K1IN 1G7

3. United Way (payroll deduction)

* Registered Charity No. 120365804RR0001
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